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Translator’s Note 



All the perfect praises and thanks are for Allah, the Rabb of all that 
exists; and may He make good mention (in the Loftiest Gathering of 
Angels) of, and bestow peace upon, our Prophet Muhammad, his 
family, his companions and all those who follow them upon 
righteousness until the Last Day. To Proceed: 

This is a translation of the treatise ‘The Meaning of the Statement of 
TawhTd' by Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab si which is 
included in the collection of his writings, published by the 
Muhammad bin Sa‘ud Islamic University, K.S.A. (v.l, p.363). To 
increase its benelit, I have included the explanation of Shaykh Salih 
al-Fawzan, which was transcribed from one of his lessons by Shaykh 
‘Abdus-Salam as-Sulayman and printed under the title: ‘Shark TafsJr 
Kalimat-it-Tawhid,' (published by Darul Imam Ahmad, Egypt). The 
treatise has only one other explanation to the best of my knowledge, 
and that is by the late ‘Allamah ‘Abdullah al-Jibrln (Arabic only, see 
www.ibn-jebreen.com). 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Allah for all His favours 
and for giving me the ability to complete this work, after that, I would 
like to thank my family for their support, in particular - my wife Umm 
‘Abdillah for her editing and proof-reading. We ask Allah to accept 
this effort and make it purely for His sake. 

Written by one hoping for his Rabb ’s pardon 

Abu Fatimah Azhar Majothi 
Darul Imam Muslim 
Leicester (UK) 

02/1 1/10 C.E. Corresponding to 25/11/1431 A.H. 
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Note: 

The translations of the meanings of the Qur‘an have been adapted 
from the Noble Qur‘an translation by Dr. Muhsin Khan and Dr. 
Taqiuddln al-Hilall. 



The Explanation The Text 




Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab was asked about the 
meaning of La ilaha illAllah (there is none worthy of worship in truth 
but Allah), and he replied by saying: Know, may Allah the Most High 
have mercy on you, that this statement is the divider between disbelief 
and Islam. 111 



m In the Name of Allah ar-Rahman ar-Rahim. All praise belongs to 
Allah and may He make good mention of, and bestow peace upon, the 
Messenger of Allah, his family and Companions. As for what follows: 

The statement La ilaha illAllah is a tremendous statement, light upon the 
tongue and heavy on the scales (of good deeds) because in reality, it 
incorporates Islam. However this statement is not merely an utterance, 
rather it has a meaning and a requirement; it has pillars and conditions 
that are essential in understanding it; and had the intent been merely 
pronouncing it, then all those who say it would become Muslim because 
it is easy to say La ilaha illAllah and become a Muslim without doing 
anything from actions. Therefore this statement is tremendous, however it 
has a meaning, a requirement, pillars and conditions which are essential 
in realising it, and due to this, indeed it will not benefit except with the 
presence of the aforementioned things. 



This statement has names, from them: that it is the statement of ikhlas 
(sincerity) because it negates Shirk with Allah and affirms all worship 
for Allah 3k>; due to that, it is named the statement of sincerity, i.e. 
sincerity of Tawhid , sincerity of worship and refrainment of Shirk with 
Allah M. And it is called the statement of Taqwa , just as Allah the Most 
High said: 



4jjl Jjjll 1 A^j£^ £ !j) j£& ^ jl 
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The Explanation 



UJLp 4jj| I 

“When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride and 
haughtiness - the pride and haughtiness of the time of ignorance, - 
then Allah sent down His sakinah (calmness and tranquillity) 
upon His Messenger (M) and upon the believers, and made them 
stick to the word of piety (i.e. none has the right to be worshipped 
in truth but Allah); and they were well entitled to it and worthy of 
it. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything.” [AI-Fath (48): 26] 

And the statement of Taqwa (piety and fear of Allah) is La ildha illAllah 
because it protects the one who states it sincerely for Allah from the 
Fire and because it necessitates righteous actions since Taqwa is actions 
of righteousness and obedience; this statement necessitates all actions of 
righteousness and obedience, hence it is the statement of Taqwa. 



Also, it is (named) the ‘ Un\’atul-Wuthqd ' (the most trustworthy 
handhold) just as Allah the Most High states: 

> i ^ o '•> 1 S l OjJaJLj Jjl3 ^ j 



,* r * A 



a 



“Whoever disbelieves in taghut (all that is worshiped besides 
Allah) and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the most 
trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Knower.” [Al-Baqarah (2):256] 



‘Disbelieves in taghut and believes in Allah 1 - this is the meaning of 
La ildha illAllah , that he disbelieves in the taghut - this is the meaning of 
Laa ildha , and he believes in Allah - this is the meaning of illAllah. 
Therefore the meaning of disbelieving in the taghut and believing in 
Allah is the requirement of La ildha illAllah , and due to that, it is titled 
the ‘ Urwatul-Wuthqa \ 

It is also, just as the Shaykh stated, the divider between disbelief and 
Islam; therefore whoever states it with knowledge of its meaning, 
carrying out its requirements, becomes a Muslim; and whoever refuses to 
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The Explanation 



state it, or states it but does not know its meaning or says it but does not 
act by its requirements, he is not a Muslim until he knows it meaning and 
acts by its requirements, both outwardly and inwardly. 

These are the names of La ilaha ill Allah: the statement of sincerity, the 
statement of Taqwa, the Urwatul-Wuthqa and the divider between 
disbelief and Islam. Many people do not pay attention to the requirements 
of this statement yet they are frequent in articulating it and remembering 
Allah by it, like the Sufis who have morning and evening portions (of 
remembrances and supplications) in which La ilaha illAllah is repeated 
thousands of times, yet they supplicate to other than Allah; therefore it 
does not benefit them at all because they do not act by its requirements; 
they state it, recite it in their (morning and evening) portions and repeat it, 
yet they supplicate to the dead, they seek help from the buried and obey 
the Shaykhs of the TarTqahs who legislate for them acts of worship which 
neither Allah or His Messenger M legislated; hence they do not take their 
laws from the Messenger they only take it from their Shaykhs ; so they 
are frequent in their articulation of La ilaha illAllah morning and evening 
but their articulations of it does not enrich them at all, nor does it benefit. 

And from the Sufis are those who do not articulate the statement 
completely, they claim that they have become the most selected ones of 
those selected; they do not say La ilaha illAllah , rather they say “ Allah 
Allah ”. This is their dhikr (remembrance) - they repeat “Allah Allah 
Allah ” even though it is necessary to express it in a beneficial sentence; 
as for “ Allah Allah ”, then is it purely a name which does not benefit 
(when merely repeated); and some of them do not utter the Magnificent 
Name {Allah), rather he will say: “ Huwa Huwa Huwa” {[) which is an 
absent particular, and this does not benefit anything because he is playing 
with this statement {La ilaha illAllah ); therefore it is obligatory to make 
note of these matters because the Shaytan, when he learnt that this 
statement is the statement of Islam and that the people were eager in 
articulating it and remembering (Allah) by it, he turned them away from il 
with these tricks and came to them with these whispers {was was), and 
said to them: 



1 Lit. ‘He, He, He... ’ 
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The Explanation The Text 



And it is the statement of Taqwa , the ' Urwat-ul-Wuthqa , and it is what 
Ibrahim made a Word lasting among his offspring , that they may turn 
hack} 2] 



“say: "Allah Allah ’ or say: "Huwa Huwa and some of them do not 
articulate it by saying v4//a/7 or Huwa , he only says it with his heart; all of 
this is games from the Shaytan, therefore it is obligatory to make note of 
this. 

And from the people, are those who Shaytan has made heedless of the 
words La ilaha ill Allah, he rarely says it, he does not remember Allah by 
it except a little and he does not repeat it even though it is heavy on the 
scales as occurs in ‘Kitab-ut- Tawhid \ that if it was placed on a (scale) 
pan, and the heavens and the earth and that which they contain, other than 
Allah, were put on a (scale) pan, the scale would surely lean to La ilaha 
ill Allah for it is heavier than the heavens and the earth and that which 
they (the creation) contain other than Allah because it is a great 
statement; however few are those who pay attention to it, bring it to mind, 
or habituate their tongues in articulating and repeating it, except those 
whom Allah gives success. 



[ 2 ] This is the statement La ilaha illAllah which Ibrahim meant in 
His saying: 



> ;4jjl 






“Verily, I am innocent of what you worship, except Him (i.e. Allah 
Alone I worship none) Who did create me...” [Az-Zukhruf 
(43):26-27| 



This is the meaning of La ilaha illAllah. “Verily, I am innocent (of 
what you worship).” Laa ilaha - This means negation; “...except 
Him (i.e. Allah) Who did create me...” This means affirmation - 
illAllah . 

And he made it... [Az-Zukhruf (43):28] 
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The Explanation 



Meaning: Ibrahim made this statement (La ilaha illAllah): 

^ 4 <3L 4^j5f 

“...a Word lasting among his offspring...” [Az-Zukhruf (43):28] 

i.e. to his descendants, so there remains among them those who say La 
ilaha illAllah', they did not all leave it, and they did not all commit Shirk , 
rather, among them are those who say it and are steadfast upon it, even if 
the number is small or it is solitary; then when Muhammad M was 
commissioned (with Prophethood), he was sent with this statement; he M 
said: “1 have been commanded to fight the people until they say La ilaha 
illAllah , then if they say it, their blood and wealth will be protected from 
me except for what is rightful, and their accounting will be upon 
Allah.”' 2 ’ 



Thus, the Messenger M was sent with La ilaha illAllah and it is the 
statement which his grandfather Ibrahim made “a word lasting”, and 
Muhammad M was from the progeny of Ibrahim; and Allah sent him with 
it, calling the people to it and fighting them with respect to it, therefore it 
is a tremendous statement; 

“that they may turn back (i.e. to repent to Allah or receive 
admonition).” [Az-Zukhruf (43):28] 



Meaning: They return to it. And by the commission of Muhammad M, 
many of the descendants of Ibrahim $0 returned to it. The Messenger M 
was sent with this statement, the call to it, actualising it and acting by it; 
in-fact, all the Messengers were sent with it; Allah the Most High said: 

i~a ^ s S 9* 



“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) 
a Messenger (proclaiming): ‘Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or 
keep away from) taghut (all false deities).’” [An-Nahl (16):36| 



2 Reported by al-BukharT (1399), Muslim (20) and others with slight variances in wording. This 
particular version is reported by an-Nasa‘T in al-Kubra (3424). 
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The Explanation The Text 



And the objective is not saying it with the tongue while being ignorant 
of its meaning 131 for the hypocrites say it, 



This is the meaning of La ilaha illAllah : “Worship Allah (Alone), and 
avoid (or keep away from) taghut (all false deities).” This is the 
meaning of negation and affirmation. 



° ^ 






Oj-bpli b'l All] ^ /Ail aJI jS V] J \yS) & & UL.31 bj ^ 



And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad 
M) but We revealed to him (saying) La ilaha ilia Ana (none has the 
right to be worshipped but I [Allah]) so worship Me (Alone and 
none else).” [Al-Anbiya’ (21):25[ 



AilJ jAj! ijjjjl £)i ^cob_P ^ i-t ja\ ^jjJb a53iLJI 



* 0 t ^ £ 

OjAj li bl 



“He sends down the angels with the Ruh (revelation) of His 
Command to whom of His slaves - The Prophets and Messengers - He 
wills (saying): ‘Warn mankind that La ilaha ilia Ana (none has 
the right to be worshipped but I [Allah]), so fear Me (by 
abstaining from sins and evil deeds).’” [An-Nahl (16):2[ 



All the Messengers were sent with La ilaha illAllah, however, Ibrahim 
made it a Word lasting until the establishment of the Hour, and it 
continues among the descendants of Ibrahim - those who inherit this 
statement in knowledge, action and actualisation, even if the majority 
shun it. 



[3] The objective of the statement La ilaha illAllah is not saying it with 
the tongue only without understanding it; it is essential that you learn the 
meaning of La ilaha ill A Hair, as for you saying it without knowing its 
meaning, then you do not affirm what it proves and how can you affirm a 
thing you are ignorant of? Thus, it is essential that you know its meaning 
until you affirm it and you affirm with your heart what your tongue 
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articulates of it; so it is binding that you learn the meaning of La ilaha 
ill Allah, as for mere articulation of the tongue without understanding its 
meaning, then this will not benefit at all. 



Furthermore, affirmation with the heart and pronunciation with the 
tongue is not sufficient, rather, it is essential to carry out its requirement, 
and that is by making sincere worship to Allah and leaving the worship of 
all that is other than Him thus, La ilaha illAllah is a statement 
pronounced, understood and applied, not a spoken statement only. 

As for the Murji‘ah, then they say: ‘It is sufficient to say La ilaha 
illAllah ’ - or - ‘It is sufficient to say it along with affirming its meaning 
and application is not binding, whoever says it is from the people of 
Paradise, even if he does nothing from what is binding from it, even if he 
does not pray, give Zakah, make Hajj, fast, even if he does evil actions, 
major sins, adultery, stealing, drinking alcohol and doing whatever he 
wishes from the sinful actions and leaving all the acts of obedience.’ 
(This is) because according to them, La ilaha illAllah is sufficient; this is 
the madh'hab of the Murji‘ah who remove actions from the actuality of 
faith and consider actions, if they are done, then it is a blessing, and if 
they are not done, then La ilaha illAllah is sufficient according to them; 
and they seek proof with Hadlths which state whoever says La ilaha 
illAllah enters the Paradise, however the Messenger M did not restrict to 
these Hadlths, for the Messenger M had other Hadlths which limit these 
Hadlths, and it is essential that you combine between all of the speech of 
the Messenger not that you take one part from it and leave another, 
because the speech of the Messenger explains and clarifies one 
(statement) by another (statement); as for the one who takes one part and 
leaves another, then he is from the people of deviation who follow: 



“...that which is not entirely clear thereof, seeking al-fitnah (polytheism 
and trials, etc.), and seeking for its hidden meanings...” [Al-Imran (3):7| 

The Messenger $8 said: “Whoever said La ilaha illAllah and disbelieved 
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